25%1A

Approved For Release 2003/02/27 : CIA-RDP75800285~E’.0001002200"#1’?;9;

TOP SECRET

IDEA-0036/687

Copy/ of 3 S—

30 August 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy for Operations, OSA

SUBJECT

Additional Weapon for | |

REFERENCE A,

B,

C.
D.

E,

dated 4 January 1967
dated 5 January 1967
dated 9 January 1967
dated 9 January 1967

dated 10 January 1967

F. Memo for C/MD/OSA from INTEL/0/0SA
(0SA-0105/67) dated 10 January 1967

G. Memo for Life Support Section,
from ASD/R&D/0OSA (IDEA-0332/67) dated
27 April 1967

H. Memo for D/0/0SA from ASD/R&D/OSA
{IDEA-0405/67 dated 31 May 1967

I. Memo for D/O/OSA from ASD/R&D/OSA
(IDEA-0533/67) dated 29 August 1967

1. On 4 January 1967 |

|Detachment

Commandey, requested a smal
for self defense use by the

caliber pistol be provided
A .32 caliber revolver

was gpeclfically suggested (Ref. A).
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2. TFollowing an exchange of cables {(Refs. B and C)
to define the specific requirements, Intelligence Division
contacted the ordinance engineers in the Technical Support
Division, DDP and obtained thelr recommendations as to a
suitable weapon, The specific requirement was for a small
compact handgun suitable for use in self defense by an
individual [ | without extensive weapons
training. It was additlonally stipulated that the weapon
must be lightweight, easy to operate, reliable, and rugged.

3. On 9 January TSD's recommendation, the German
Walther PP 7.65 mm (,32 caliber) automatic was submitted
{Ref, D) and accepted the following day (Ref. E).

4. A requisition for these weapons was submitted to
Materiel Division on 10 January (Ref F). Intelligence
Division completed its portion of the requirement in six
days.

5, On 30 January Materiel Division received the
weapons., Shortly thereafter, one pistol was delivered to
| ASD/R&D/0SA, for holster design
and selection of the best location and means of securing
same on harness or outer garment,

6. Three months later (27 April 1967) | | 25X1A
requested the Life Support Section, | | headed by 25X1A
|to fabricate suitable holsters
and "select locatlons where a holster could be attached
allowing immediate access without affecting comfort,
mobllity, pressure suit or parachute functions and without
interfering with cockpit controls" (Ref. G). One pistol
was shipped to [:::::f&:for use in completing these tasks.
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7. Ref, H, memo from| __ | to the Deputy
for Operations dated 31 May, claimed | [detachment
really desired a .25 caliber Colt automatic pistol.
i“afﬁiﬁ__T_Jhas a personal weapon of this type).

TT T t0 the memo [ | Life Bupport recommended
the adoption of this weapon vice the Walther 7.65 and
that 1t be attached to the flying boot. It was stated
""the weapon selected is too large to be safely and

comfortably located on the pllot's boot, coverall or
pressure suit." | concurred,

8. Three months later, on 29 August 1967, the
finel report from Life Support (Ref. 1) was
submitted along with CONncurrence recom-

mending a weapon the size of a .25 caliber Colt or
Browning automatic be utilized and that it be attached
to the flying boot. The Walther 7.65 mm auvtomatic was
dismissed as too large and heavy for placement on the
boot or elsewhere.

9. TSD regards the Colt and Browning .25 caliber
automatlics as unsultable weapons. The ammunition lacks
both penetrating and shock ability. The weapons, designed
to be carried in a lady's handbag, are inaccurate, tend
to misfire, and are easily damaged.

- 10, It is recommended that the methods used by
combat pilots in Southeast Asia to carry thelr bulky
service ,38 caliber revolvers and a variety of personal
weapons be determined and adopted for use by the
in carrying the Walther 7.65, a much smaller weapon, or
that the pistols which we have had on hand foxr six months
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be shipped to[____ land that we rely on |
to provide sultable means for carrying them.

SIGNER

Acting Chief, Intelligence Division
Office of Speclal Activities

Attachments - 9
As stated

INTEL/O/OSA/ 1djj (30 Aug 67)
Digtribution:
#1 - D/0/08BA (w/att)

#2 - INTEL/O/0SA (w/att)
#3 ~ RB (w/0 att)
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OSA=- 0105/67 NW
10 ‘January. 19@;'_

MEMORANDUM FOR'

SUBJECT

T

Requisition

1. It is requested that four each Pistol 7. 65mm,_
‘:, automatic, German, Walther PP, Stock No. 1005-H00~ 0379,"
- be frocured for use by the |:|as requested by thga .

etachment Commander,

) 2. These ‘weapons should be deIivered to'the'Intel ‘
Division, 0SA, for mating with suitable holsters.. Holsters

S will  made by TSD/DDP under the direction of ' .
S ; Aircraft Systems Division, OSA, L=

= C
Office of Special: Activities

Orig - D/M/0SA
-~ D/0/0SA
- IDEA/O/OSA-
- R&D/0SA =
'SS/0SA
"= INTEL/0/0SA
ﬂ.»RB/OSA

_PPQHH
_ '..

GRoLP 1 )
Extladed fram aofomatiel -

dowagrading and
grelzesification

[

sy g

B b L e AP ARSI PRI ALY L e S T s et T S R e SS LY R
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IDEA~0332~67
© Copy_M of 7
27 April 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR : Life Support Sectionm, [ | S 25X1A

SUBJECT -3  Zvaluation of Location of Auxitiary
_ : Survival W%eapon for '

25X1A

_ ‘ 1. Headquarters has approved the carrying of an

5X1A additional survival weapom by Jon operational
misgions. XINTEL/O/0SA has selected the weapon and will

EX1A supply them to[_ ] EHowever, a sultable location for

! -earrying the weapon, other than in the seat kit, has not '

been finalized. It is therefore roquested that — ‘ 25X1A
Life Support section serve as etaluators and advisors on ‘ '
this matter.

2. One of the weapous to be used is being forwarded
separately. It is suggested that the evaluation include
_the following:

2. JFrom your knowledge and experience, select
locations on the pilot where & holster could be
- attached allowing inmedizate access without afiecting
-comfort, mobility, pressure suit or parachute
function and without interfering with cockpit
controls.

b. Have suitable holsters fabricated for the o
weapon foxr attachment to the coverall, pressure sult, S
or flying boot 83 mppropriste to the locations you N
gelect as being wost feasible. It may be appropriste .
to try various materials (leather, c¢loth, etc.) for
fabrication of the holster and various means of
attachment, 23 well as various locations.

SECRET
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€. Evzluate the itema in the cockpit with
regpect to clearances, interference and comfort. .
-Cuce the optimum location i3 identified, the item.
may be evaluated in flight.

3. Upon completion of this evaluation, it is reguested
that you furnish Headquarters Life Support with your conclusions
and recommendsations, plans and specifications for fabrication
and location, 2 sample of the final item if appropriate, and
detalled photographs as applicsble.

. & '

SIGRID

ASD/R&D/OSA

SIGNED

| g|

. SECRET
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Deputy forxr Operations
Office of Special Activities

- Additional Survival Weapon for [::::::::]_

A, Memo for D/0/0SA, IDEA-0297-67,
: dated 18 April 67

'MEMORANDUM FOR

SUBJECT

REFERENCES

¥ . - B, Memo for Life Support Section,:
! L [ ] 1DEA-0332-67, dated
: . 27 April 67

1. The [:::::]Life Support section was visited bv the
undersigned on 22 May 1967 and the subject of the
additional survival weapon was discussed. Reference A
indicated that [ |felt. the most ideal location for such
a weapon was on the flying boot. This information was based
on utilizing a much smaller weapon than that selected by
INTEL/O/0SA. Reference B requested that {______ |life support
evaluate locations for such a weapon, The following re-
presents their evaluation and recommendations, with whlch
the undersigned concurs.

2. The weapon selected is too large to be safely and
comfortably located on the pilot's boot, coverall or pressure
suit. | | stated that the [ Jpilots had a much
smaller weapon in mind when their original request was made
to headquarters. This information was obtained while
was TDY at [ llast fall, The weapon desired is a
Colt 25 caliber automatic which is approximately one-half
the size of the Walther automatic proposed. The Colt or a
. similar sized automatic can easily be located in a pocket
sewn to the flying boot and will not interfere with mobility _
or controls., [ ]life support will, as time permits,
produce a holster and recommend a 1ocation for both the Colt
.and-the Walther automatics., However, their recommendation |
will be to select the smaller weapon. .

i

' 3, If a Colt 25 caliber or similarly sized weapon can
be provided, it is recommended that [:::::%]develop the

Exeluded trom autemsth, S
torngradiog asd ,

ChowP 1 ',f: T ' _ -SECRET
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o ~  1DEA-0405-67
/ ~ Pagez

; prototype holster to accompany the weapon and both be for- ' ' ’
25X1Af .-~ warded to [____lfor their evaluation. If[ | evaluation  925X1A
-~ .. 1is favorable, holsters can be locally fabricated and '

‘ " headquarters can provide the appropriate number of weapons,

25X1A

Ao/ R&el/0OSA

25X1/\{f' 3  ASD/R&D/OSA/ sjs (31 May 67) f }

Distribution: I L e
1 - ASD/R&D/OSA
" D/R&D/0OSA
D/SA
D/0/0SA ..
IDEA/0O/OSA
INTEL/O/OSA _ ‘
ASD/R&D/OSA (Chrono) B0 R T
RB/OSA S , :3-1~‘,:._,;:,, P

Qﬁmmpmm

.
L d

:
1
1
i
i
i
3 \

25X1

T SECRET

ey
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SECRET e |
25%1 f C W |

IDEA-0533-67
Copy A of _7_

e

g
el

29 August 1967~~””

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy for Operations, OBA

SUBJECT: Additional Survival Weapon for 25X1A
REFERENCE: A. Memo for D/0/0SA, 1DEA-0405-67, datd
31 May 67
| B. Memo for Life Bupport Sectilon, 25X1A
3 IDEA-0332-67, dtd 27 April 18067
1. In responase to Reference B,|::::::::]Life Support 25X1A

Section has forwarded their recommendations regarding location
of the additional survivel weapon. Their report and photo-
graphs are attached (ATTACHMENT #1) .

2. ASD/R&D/OSA concurs with the findings and recommenda-

25X1A tions of L} Further recommend approval by Intel/0/0BA
for incorporation of this holster end action to provide
25X1A [ |with sppropriste weapons and instructions.
SIGHED,
25X1A
ASD/R&D/OBA
25X1A ASD/R&D/0SA big (29 Aug 67)
Distribution:

#1 - D/0O/0BA (w/att)
#2 - ASD/R&D/OSA (w/o att)

#3 - D/R&D/OSA (w/o att)
#4 - INTEL/0/08A (w/att)
i #5 - IDEA/0/08A (w/o att)
l #6 - ASD Chrono (w/o att)
#7 - RB/OSA (w/o att)
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25X1A

25X1A

25X1A

|weapon on the pressure suit itself would net be compatable with pressure suit inflation,

‘ 4 . N AROPESSING ACTION
DISPATCH -
T0 )

MARKED FOR INDEXING

Diréctor, 0S4 — o NO INDEXING REQUIRED
INFO.

ONLY QUALIFIED DESK
CAN JUDGE INDEXING

FROM

, N . MICROFILM 25X1A
SUBJECT Gencral: ASD/R&D (Attm: | I 25X1A
specific; Location of Auxiliary Survival Weapon foxr | [ ==~ oBx4A

SAGTION REQURER - REFERENCES  IDEA~0332-67

1. [ iife Support recommends that the auxiliary survival weapon for [ ]
be positioned on the inside of the right boot. Placed in this position, the weaspon does
not interfere with the operation of the aircraft, ejection position, or comfort of the

i »

e 25X1A

Z. A weapon the size of 1 ,25 caliber Colt or Browing automatic is recommended

rather than the Walther PP or Walther PPK. The Walther is too large and heavy for

lplacement on the boot., According to informstion received from [ |the weight of

the Walther precludes placing it in the outer coverall beeause a pocket bearing this
ight would probably tear off on ejection or parachute opening. Placement of the

3. Attached pictures will show recommended holster position., This modification

of the boot has been test flown by[_ Krivers who report that it is no problem
located in this position; in fact it is not even noticeable, 25X1A

4, The holster was fabricated by | |1L1fe Support and
1ift-a=dot” fasteners were used to secure the flap. Riveting rather than sewing the
|holster to the boot wss chosen to eliminate creating a pressure point on the ankle bomne,

5. Holstera can be fabricated in the local aié.e.- w‘;\ere required. -~

)

[Attachments 1
als
25X1A
CROSS REFERENCE TO DISPATCH SYMBOL M‘iD NUMBER DATE

|:| 18 August 1967 25X1A
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